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RARE  SKUA  SEEN  ON  LAND'S  END  TRIP 

Fourteen  members  and  friends  met  at  Point  Lobos  Ave.  and  Camino  Del 
Mar  in  San  Francisco  June  30.  A number  of  Pigeon  Guillemots  were  seen  on  and 
near  the  rocks  adjoining  the  shore  a short  distance  from  the  meeting  place.  It 
was  apparently  too  late  to  see  downy  young  in  nests  as  in  previous  years.  Walking 
easterly  along  the  bluff  we  had  the  rare  good  fortune  to  have  several  close  views 
of  a Skua,  presumably  the  Chilean  Skua.  The  skua  identification  points  were 
clearly  visible — dark,  brownish  plumage,  rounded  wings,  white  on  primaries, 
square  tail,  hooked  bill,  Flawkdike  hovering  and  flight  pattern.  Grinnell  and 
Mdler  report  Skuas  seen  off  Santa  Cruz  in  1935.  Two  specimens  were  collected 
on  Monterey  Bay  in  1910.  One  was  recorded  as  far  back  as  1853.  Another  in 
1907.  Robert  Cushman  Murphy  in  "Oceanic  Birds  of  South  America”  says  "the 
migratory  travels  of  Skuas  still  appear  to  be  full  of  mysteries  and  anomalies”. 
Skua  Gulls,  often  so  called,  (taxonomically  they  are  joined  with  Jaegers)  are 
prominent  in  the  records  of  Polar  explorers.  James  Murray,  Biologist  of  the 
British  Antarctic  Expedition  of  1907-9,  under  Shackelton,  probably  referring  to 
South  Polar  Skuas,  says  they  are,  "callous,  greedy,  vulturous  and  disgusting”. 
They  prey  on  the  eggs  and  young  of  their  species.  They  are  noisy,  agressive  and 
cjuarrelsome.  Locally,  the  Chilean  Skua  is  called  Pajaro  Ladron,  thief-bird,  from 
its  habit  of  chasing  petrels  and  other  birds  to  make  them  disgorge  food  in  flight, 
which  is  usually  caught  in  the  air  by  the  Skua.  Murphy  suggests  that  the  predatory 
habits  of  Skuas  may  have  been  primarily  responsible  for  the  burrowing  and  noc- 
turnal habits  of  petrels,  and  for  their  long  periods  away  from  land. 

Later  in  the  day,  when  we  got  to  the  Cliff  House,  one  Skua  and  possibly  two 
was  seen  on  Seal  Rock,  perhaps  the  same  individual  seen  earlier  in  flight. 

The  group  proceeded  to  the  middle  lake  of  the  Chain-of-Lakes  in  Golden 
Gate  Park  for  lunch,  and  some  went  on  to  the  Arboretum.  It  is  worth  noting  that 
across  the  road  from  the  settees  at  the  lunch  place  thee  is  a well  grown  specimen 
of  the  restricted  Santa  Lucia  Fir,  Abies  venusUt,  with  foliage  resembling  that  of 
the  California  Nutmeg,  Tnrreyd  CdHjorn/cd. 

Twent/-cight  species  were  seen:  California  bro\.'n  pelican;  double-cr.  cor- 
morant; mallard;  ruddy  duck;  Calif,  cjuail;  coot,  with  young;  Chilean  skua;  west, 
and  Heerman  gull,  many;  Caspian  tern;  pigeon  guillemot;  Anna  hummingbird; 
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red-sh.  flicker;  cliff  swallow;  Arner.  crow;  ch.-bk.  chickadee;  Amer.  robin;  olive- 
bk.  (russet)  thrush;  black-capped  (pileo.)  warbler;  house  sparrow;  Brewer 
black-bird;  house  finch;  pine  siskin;  lesser  (gr.-bk.)  goldfinch;  sp.  towhee;  Ore- 
gon junco;  wh.-cr.  and  song  sparrow. 

E.  A.  Mayers,  Leader,  and  H/sloriaa 

NESTING  ACTIVITIES 

In  a recent  letter  from  Beatrice  Wise  Nielsen  of  Los  Gatos  are  these  inter- 
esting observation;  "I  have  just  returned  from  a trip  to  the  McCoy  Ranch,  Liver- 
more (June  1st.)  and  wish  to  inform  the  group  that  the  phaino  pepla  is  brooding 
in  a pepper  tree  on  the  ranch.  In  the  same  tree  is  the  nest  and  young  of  a Brewer 
blackbird  and  two  nests  of  the  Bullock  oriole.  These  two  nests  are  rather  differ- 
ent for  oriole’s  nests.  One  is  incorporated  into  the  leaves  in  such  a fashion  as  to 
hang  like  a small  sieve  WITH  the  leaves.  The  other  is  pendulant,  but  with 
gossamer  texture.  It  was  tied  to  the  pepper  branch  some  10  inches  from  tlie  tip, 
and  in  the  most  amazing  way  the  remaining  end  of  the  branch  was  w'oven  into 
the  sides  of  the  nest  . . . suggesting  the  sweeping  cascade  of  a beautfiul  gov/n  . . . 
On  the  crest  of  the  hill  northward  of  the  ranch,  in  a rather  low  oak  sat  two  red- 
tail  hawks  on  their  nest.  They  shared  the  region  with  two  immature  golden  eagles 
and  their  parents.”  Also  dove,  Nuttall  woodpecker,  shrike,  linnet,  titmouse,  kil- 
deed,  black  phoebe  and  ash-throated  flycatchers  were  all  busy  with  feeding  or 
brooding. 

"At  the  Sunol  Water  Temple  . . . warbling  vireos  and  house  wrens  were 
feeding  young  . . . and  a black  phoebe  was  feeding  her  brood  in  the  northern 
recess  of  the  penstock  in  the  water  temple,  and  in  the  large  cement  flowers  at 
the  top  of  the  columns  was  the  nest  of  a white-throated  swift.” 

FARALLONES  REVISITED 

On  July  1,  five  members  of  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  accompanied 
the  Sacramento  Audubon  Society  group  of  10  on  board  the  Privateer  to  the  Laral- 
lones.  It  was  a chilly  day,  overcast  but  not  foggy,  and  the  trip  out  was  pretty 
rough.  Only  18  species  of  birds  were  seen.  Most  noteworthy  was  a group  of  five 
black-footed  abatrosses  following  the  boat  at  one  time  near  the  light  ship.  Several 
albatrosses  were  seen  in  the  same  vicinity  on  the  return  trip,  as  well  as  four  others 
farther  out.  A tremendous  number  of  birds  were  at  the  Larallones,  including 
about  10  tufted  puffins.  Sooty  shearwaters  were  in  view  almost  constantly  off- 
shore, probably  totalling  several  thousand,  but  only  a few  pink-footed  shear- 
waters were  seen.  A.  Laurence  Curl 

NOTABLE  EXHIBIT  OF  BIRD  PAINTINGS 

Notable  exhibit  of  bird  paintings  at  the  University  of  California  Art  Gal- 
lery on  the  Berkeley  Campus.  The  California  pioneer  artist,  Andrew  Jackson 
Grayson,  1819  - 1869,  was  a contemporary  of  Audubon  and  greatly  influenced 
by  his  art.  This  is  the  first  showing  of  his  complete  collection  (150)  of  Pacific 
Slope  birds.  The  gallery  is  open  daily  from  12  to  4 p.m.,  Sundays  1 to  5 p.m. 
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TAYLOR  STATE  PARK  TRIP 

Even  (.hough  a very  tool,  foggy  morning  greeted  us  at  Camp  Taylor  State 
1 ark  tor  oui  week  end  trip  of  July  14  - 15,  the  weather  later  became  warm  and 
sunny.  Among  the  outstanding  bircis  noted  were  Pygmy  Nuthatch  and  Winter 
Wren.  It  v'as  interesting  to  see  Pygmy  Nuthatches  taking  a bath  in  Lagunitas 
Cieck.  While  hiking  up  Devil  s Gulch  to  Barnaby  Peak  Lookout,  we  found  a 
perfect  deCi  skelton  lying  just  as  the  deer  had  fallen.  On  Sunday,  lead  by  Harry 
Adamson  and  Larry  Curl  and  with  15  members  and  guests,  we  spent  a delightful 
morning  of  birding,  after  which  a few  of  us  spent  the  afternoon  swimming. 

The  following  4l  species  were  observed:  Tur.  vulture;  red-tl.  and  sparrow 
havk;  Calii.  quail;  band-tl.  pigeon;  m.  dove;  horned  owl;  belt,  kingfisher;  acorn 
(Calif.),  hairy  and  downy  woodpecker;  ash-thr.  flycatcher;  bk.  phoebe;  west, 
tljcatcher;  west,  wood  pewee;  violet-gr.  swallow;  Steller  jay;  Amer.  crow;  ch.-bk. 
ch  ekadee;  pygmy  nuthatch;  br.  creeper;  winter  wren;  Amer.  robin;  olive-bk. 
(russet)  thrush;  west,  bluebird;  Hutton  and  warbl.  vireo;  or-cr.  and  black-capped 
(pileo.)  warbler;  Brewer  blackbird;  bl.-hd.  grosbeak;  lazuli  bunting;  purple 
finch;  pine  siskin;  lesser  (gr.-bk.)  goldfinch;  sp.  and  br.  towhee;  lark  sparrow; 
Ore.  junco;  chipping  and  song  sparrow. 

Betty  Adamson,  Historia>i 

BIRD  NOMENCLATURE  — The  list  being  currently  used  is  from  Audu- 
bon Field  Notes,  Vol.  4,  No.  1 Feb.  1950,  pp  36  - 39  by  John  W.  Aldrich.  The 
purpose  is  to  eliminate  sub-species  names  and  to  unify  all  sections  of  the  country. 

NEW  BIRDS  for  our  LIFE  LIST  — Black  Tern,  May  Los  Banos  trip. 
Grasshopper  Sparrow,  May  St.  Mary’s  Moraga  trip;  White  - Headed  Wood- 
pecker, Mountain  Chickadee,  and  Green  Tailed  Towhee,  June,  Calaveras 
Big  Tree  trip.  Total  to  date  268  . 

Laura  A.  Stephens 

The  Northwestern  shrike  was  erroneously  recorded  on  the  May  Los  Banos 
trip.  It  was  the  loggerhead  (Calif.)  shrike. 

HIGHLIGHTS  OF  PICNIC  SUPPER  MEETING  AT  CODORNICES  PARK 

About  67  members  and  guests  enjoyed  this  get-together  around  a crackling 
fire,  accompanied  by  bird  songs  and  the  calls  of  codornices,  (The  Spanish  settler's 
name  for  quail  which  they  gave  to  the  lilting  creek.) 

Bird-banding  is  being  done  at  the  Nordon  Audubon  Camp,  elevation  7000 
ft.  which  will  add  to  ornithological  statistics.  Volunteers  for  the  nature  program 
at  Berkeley  Aquatic  Park  are  needed.  Phone  Mrs.  Marhenke  TH.  3-2245.  A letter 
will  be'sent  to  the  City  Council  of  Berkeley,  protesting  dumping  of  detergents 
into  the  lake  at  the  Park,  resulting  in  many  dead  fish. 

The  p ogram  "Birding  far  afield”  brought  interesting  observations  from 
Be.ir  River  Reserve  in  Utah,  Natchez,  Mississippi,  New  Orleans,  Southeastern 
Arizona,  Puget  Sound,  as  far  north  as  20  miles  from  the  Arctic  Sea  and  as  far 
south  as  Mexico  City  and  Guatemala. 
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AUDUBON  SCREEN  TOURS  SERIES  will  start  October  l6th.  If  you  were 
not  a subscriber  last  year  and  wish  to  be,  send  your  name  and  names  of  interested 
friends  to  Mr.  Gayle  Richardson,  Bank  of  America,  Richmond,  Calif.  The  series 
will  be  shown  in  Berkeley. 

AUGUST  MEETING 

The  407th  meeting  of  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  will  be  held  on 
August  9th,  at  7:30  p.m.,  in  the  Oakland  Public  Library,  Lake  Merritt,  Oak  and 
l4th.  Street. 

David  G.  Nichols  will  speak  on  ''Overwater  Migrations”,  sharing  notes 
that  he  made  on  a 1945  trip  from  the  Philippines  to  Okinawa  and  referrmg  to 
recent  discussions  on  bird  migration. 

There  will  be  an  exhibition  of  eight  or  nine  bird  paintings  by  Harry  C. 
Adamson.  Come  early  and  enjoy  them!  Guests  are  welcome.  No-host  dinner  at 
Zerikotes,  Lake  Merritt,  at  6 p.m. 

REMEMBER  ''INFORMATION  PLEASE” 

Don’t  forget  to  send  your  questions  for  the  September  program  to  Dorothy 
Dean  Scott,  by  the  August  meeting!  Names  of  songs,  plays,  books,  etc.  may  be 
used,  but  the  field  is  limited  to  the  United  States  bounded  by  Canada,  Mexico 
and  the  oceans — off  shore  birds  included.  Prizes  will  be  awarded  for  the  ques- 
tions that  "stump  the  experts”!  This  should  be  an  evening  of  fun! 

Dorothy  Dean  Scott 

Program  Chairman 

AUGUST  REDWOOD  CANYON 
TRIP 

On  Saturday,  August  2 5,  to  Red- 
wood Regional  Park,  Oakland.  From 
San  Francisco  take  8:00  "N”  bus  to 
35th  Ave.  and  MacArthur  Blvd.,  Oak- 
land. Meet  here  at  8:45  a.m.,  and  pro- 
ceed in  private  cars  east  on  35th  Ave. 
and  Redwood  Road  to  Orchard  Camp 
in  Redwood  Canyon.  Birding  down- 
stream in  the  morning,  and  upstream 
in  the  afternoon.  Bring  binoculars, 
lunch  and  interested  friends. 

A.  Laurence  Curl, 
Field  Tirps  Chairman 

Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society 

Organized  January  25,  1917 
For  the  Study  and  the  Protection  of  Birds 
Branch  of  Notional  Audubon  Society 

President...  Mrs.  T.  Eric  Reynolds 140  Estates  Drive,  Piedmont  11,  AN.  1-7121 

Cor.  Sec.  ..  Mr.  Edward  A.  Mayers....  2695  Greenwich  St.,  San  Francisco  23,  WE.  1-2447 

Treasurer...  Miss  Ivander  Maclver 2414  Telegraph  Ave.,  Berkeley  4,  AS.  3-8398 

Editor Miss  Minnie  H.  Young 2726  Prince  Street,  Berkeley  5,  HU.  3-3180 

Monthly  meetings  second  Thursday,  7:30  p.  m. 

Joint  Membership,  Local  & National  $5.00  per  Year,  includes  Audubon  Magazine 


AUGUST  DUMBARTON  BRIDGE 
TRIP 

On  Sunday,  August  12,  to  the 
Dumbarton  Bridge  area  near  the  south- 
ern end  of  San  Francisco  Bay.  On  this 
trip  last  year  thousands  of  phalaropes 
were  seen,  as  well  as  white  pelicans 
and  many  other  water  birds.  Meet  at 
the  parking  area  near  the  east  end  of 
the  causeway  at  9:00  a.m.  Transporta- 
tion by  private  car.  Leader,  Carlyle  Sa- 
ther,  'WA.  1-4683.  Bring  binoculars, 
telescope,  lunch  and  interested  friends. 
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